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DEMOCRACY & PROGRESS
DPP vows to end Taiwan’s reliance on      
nuclear power

Several major events continue to 
demonstrate the public's opposition to the 
nuclear energy use.  The DPP remains 
committed to siding with the people in 
their fight to end our country's reliance on 
nuclear power.  While the DPP planned to 
launch several nuclear related rallies and 
awareness campaigns in March, the 
Sunflower Movement compelled the party 
to delay these events until mid-April 
instead.  The following events represent 
some of the party's latest efforts in 
achieving these goals.

Special Article for Referendum

The drive to pass a referendum remains the 
main initiative of the DPP to end Taiwan’s 
dependence on nuclear power.  However, 
due to the need to reform the referendum 
laws, the DPP is proposing to promote in 
the Legislative Yuan the “Special Article 
for a Referendum on the Fourth Nuclear 
Power Plant”.  

The primary reasons behind drafting this 
bill are based on the following:

1. The “Offshore Islands Development Article” 
was a law drafted to hold a referendum on 
casino development in Taiwan.  This law called 
for just a simple majority on the referendum.  
The DPP will continue to push for a similar 
referendum bill in the Legislature regarding the 
public's vote on the Fourth Nuclear Plant.

2. To avoid a controversial referendum that 
adopts a “reverse proposition” or one 
characterized as “manipulative”, the DPP 
proposes one that asks voters to directly choose 
whether they wish to continue building the 
Fourth Nuclear Plant or wish to cease its 
construction. Essentially, one where voters 
choose between two options.
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3. The timing of the election will not 
force the timing of the referendum.  
The referendum should be held as 
soon as possible to resolve the current 
deadlock on the issue.

Former DPP Chairman on Hunger 
Strike

Former DPP Chairman Lin Yi-hsiung, 
a long-time advocate for a nuclear-
free country, announced the initiation 
of a hunger strike on April 21 at Gi-
Kong Church. In February of 1980, the Gi-Kong 
Church was the scene in which Lin's mother and 
twin daughters were brutally stabbed to death.  
His oldest daughter, who was severely hurt, 
survived. During that time, Lin was in custody 
awaiting trial for his involvement in the 
Kaohsiung Incident.  The church, which was 
home to the Lin family, was under 24 hour 
surveillance by the police at the time. 

Nevertheless, unknown assailants managed to 
commit the murders and flee. The crimes remain 
unsolved today. Current DPP Chair Su, who has 
been close friends with Lin since the Martial Law 
era when he defended Lin and his colleagues 
against the government's sedition charges as a 
young human rights attorney, expressed his wish 
to not see the nuclear issue become the last cause 
Lin advocates. Chair Su promised to do all within 
his power to push for the end of nuclear power in 

Taiwan, agreeing to 
meet with the KMT 
administration. In the 
next days during Mr. 
Lin’s hunger strike, 
Chair Su met with 
Mayors Hau Lung-bin, 
Chu Li-luan, Premier 
Jiang Yi-hua and lastly, 
President Ma Ying-
jeou.

Chair Su concluded, 
“Mr. Lin is giving his 
life to the people of 
Taiwan and to ensure 
this land can sustain 
several generations. It 
would be very 
unsettling if our leaders 
fail to see the urgency 
of this situation.”
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Meeting with Taipei Mayor Hau Lung-Bin

After the meeting between Chair Su and Taipei 
Mayor Hau Lung-Bin, Chair Su expressed his 
appreciation to Mayor Hau for his willingness to 
discuss the issue with him.  He expressed hopes 
that Mayor Hau will use his influence with 
President Ma's administration to cease the 
construction on the Fourth Nuclear Power Plant. 
Simultaneously, the DPP seeks to push and pass 
the “Special Article for a Referendum on the 
Fourth Nuclear Power Plant”.

 “The Fourth Nuclear Power Plant issue should 
be bipartisan and all parties must be able to 
negotiate,” Chair Su said. “Despite the lack of 
consensus reached over the years, meeting with 
Mayor Hau over this issue today is a good start to 
start cooperation.”

While his views regarding the Fourth Nuclear 
Power Plant differ from those of Chair Su, Mayor 
Hau expressed his belief that the time was ripe to 
resolve what has divided the Taiwanese people 
for over 20 years. He also emphasized his 
opposition to the operation of the Fourth Nuclear 

Power Plant without its safety first being 
guaranteed.

Meeting with New Taipei City Mayor Chu Li-
Luan 

After meeting New Taipei City Mayor Chu Li-
Luan, Chair Su described the talks as very sincere 
and that he was happy to see the “dawn of 
solving the problem”. In addition, Chair Su 
commented that regardless of both parties’ 
priorities, a solution must be reached on this issue 
as soon as possible.

Recognizing that the controversy surrounding the 
nuclear power plants have plagued Taiwan for 
over 30 years, Mayor Chu deemed a referendum 
as the only solution. He suggested the 
government should review the current thresholds 
of the referendum and amend the laws 
surrounding it with ruling and opposition parties.  
A consensus should be reached together, he said.

Meeting with Executive Yuan Premier Jiang 
Yi-hua 

After visiting the Executive Yuan's offices to 
meet with Premier Jiang Yi-Hua, Chair 
Su and the Premier failed to reach a 
consensus.  Chair Su stated his 
intentions to express the opposition's 
view with the current administration in 
hopes of persuading the current 
administration to halt the project. He 
further pointed out that discussing the 
past lacked importance as the majority 
of public opinion demand the 
government devise alternative plans.

Chair Su further added that if the 
administration failed to halt the 
project, then they must consider the 
DPP's proposal to pass the special 
article. He emphasized the DPP's 
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willingness to make alterations to the draft should 
any major impediments arise to this version. 
Finally, he expressed desires to meet with 
President Ma for talks in an effort to resolve this 
matter.

Meeting with President Ma Ying-jeou

On April 25, Chair Su visited the Presidential 
Office to meet with President Ma Ying-Jeou.  
With Former DPP Chairman Lin Yi-hsiung still 
on hunger strike for over 100 hours, Chair Su 
vowed to do everything within his power to find 
a resolution. At the conclusion of this meeting, 
DPP Spokesperson Chang Tun-Han issued a four-
point statement by the DPP:

1. The nuclear power issues has been a growing 
controversy in Taiwan for over 30 years. With 
Mr. Lin Yi-hsiung on hunger strike since April 
22, Chair Su met with President Ma at the 
Presidential Office in an attempt at finding a 
resolution agreeable to both parties. Without 
regard to the DPP’s hopes to conduct a 
negotiation, President Ma turned the dialogue 
into a debate.

2. Ending construction of the Fourth Nuclear 
Power Plant is not an issue solely advocated by 
Mr. Lin Yi-hsiung.  The cause receives the 
backing of over 70% of the public. Yesterday, 
the KMT Legislative Caucus voted to change a 
previous consensus agreed upon with 
opposition parties. This blatantly violates an 
agreement reached on February 26, 2013.  
They decided to conclude the construction of 
the plant prior to conducting safety checks.  
Furthermore, they promised not to add fuel 
rods before a referendum is held to decide on 
the fate of the nuclear plant. Such plans 
represent the government's intent to continue 
supporting the plant's construction. This was 
reaffirmed by the President's public declaration 
of his support for the plant's continued 
construction. The previous agreement would 

cease construction-related  budget allocations 
as well as prevent the insertion of any fuel rods 
before the results of a referendum. The 
agreement only included the 2011 and 2012 
budget allocations for safety checks and not 
any construction-related matters.  Furthermore, 
it was agreed last year in the Legislative Yuan 
that construction would cease. Now, President 
Ma has instead announced that construction 
will continue. The costs for 2012 exceeded NT
$283.8 billion. If the government intends to 
continue with its plan, a further NT$46.2 
billion (according to the Ministry of Economic 
Affairs at the Legislative hearing of January 
10, 2013) is necessary. The total cost of 
constructing the plant would easily exceed NT
$330 billion.

3. The referendum on which President Ma insists 
upon is a “caged referendum”. This version of 
the referendum requires at least a 50% 
participation among registered voters in 
addition to requiring a simple majority on the 
outcome. In a press conference on April 27, 
Chair Su announced a concession, which is 
accepting the lowering of the referendum’s 
threshold of registered voter participation be 
lowered down to 25%. This happens to be one 
of Mr. Lin Yi-hsiung's requests as well.

4. President Ma agreed to direct the Legislative 
Yuan to consider the “Special Article for a 
Referendum on the Fourth Nuclear Power 
Plant”.  The DPP urges President Ma to direct 
the KMT Legislative Caucus to pass this 
article as soon as possible. While President Ma 
promised to give his answer on this matter to 
the DPP, he must do so not just to the DPP but 
to the public as well, and in the clearest 
manner possible.

Weekend Marathon & Presidential Office Sit-
in
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A marathon was held in the morning of Saturday, 
April 26 in Taipei.  The objectives of the event 
were to press the government to cease the contin-
ued construction of the Fourth Nuclear Plant, to 
decommission the use of the existing nuclear 
plants ahead of schedule, and to lower the referen-
dum threshold. The marathon was part of a larger 
demonstration for the weekend. At the conclusion 
of the event, a sit-in protest in front of the Presi-
dential Office commenced on Ketagalan Blvd.

Suspending Nuclear Plant Construction

On Sunday April 27, the KMT announced the con-
struction of the Fourth Nuclear Plant's second re-
actor would cease and that its first reactor would 
not be activated. The statement, which was re-
leased by the KMT party headquarters and not by 
the government, also failed to mention the time 
length of this halt. The combination of these two 
factors prompted the DPP to demand the premier 
clarify his statements.  

The premier later confirmed that the administra-
tion's position at the moment only involved ceas-
ing further construction of the plant but safety 
checks would continue. However, 
the government will not scrap the 
nuclear plants, saying it remained 
an option for future generations. 

The DPP will continue standing 
against nuclear power reliance in 
Taiwan as it believes that we face 
the dangers of earthquakes and tsu-
namis. Taiwanese people have de-
clared to the government their 
wishes not to see a Fukushima dis-
aster take place in Taiwan, espe-
cially demanding alternative sources of energy. 
The DPP also condemns news reports that intimi-
date the public to take a one-sided view out of fear 
that electricity prices would be hiked if nuclear 
power plants are discontinued, especially the 
Fourth Nuclear Power Plant. This theory have yet 
to be proven true as several academics have men-

tioned that in the long-run and with sufficient gov-
ernment planning, no electricity pricing hikes 
would be necessary. The DPP urges the govern-
ment to review all methods before reaching a con-
clusion by only a few, and they must also engage 
sufficient public discussion on this issue. 
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The Council of Asian Liberals and Democrats 
(CALD):

Recalling the CALD Statement on Climate Change 
in 2012 which supports the development of “alter-
native energy sources with encouragement of in-

vestment.. in bio-energy plants, and others such as 
solar and wind energy”;

Noting that the Statement veered away from nu-
clear energy as an alternative energy source due to 

the Fukushima nuclear disaster in 2011, which 
highlights the issues surrounding the safety of nu-

clear power plants;

Aware that the nuclear power issue has been a ma-
jor environmental concern in Taiwan in the past 

years, particularly in relation to the construction of 
the Fourth Nuclear Power Plant;

Mindful that opposition to the construction of a 
new nuclear power plant has already turned into a 
broad social movement that includes local com-

munities, social movement activists, urban intellec-
tuals and party politicians;

Aware that Lin Yi-hsiung, a well-respected politi-
cal figure and and long-term anti- nuclear activist, 

has recently commenced an indefinite hunger 
strike to protest the construction of the Fourth Nu-

clear Power Plant;

Hereby:

Encourages the development of alternative forms 
of energy, other than nuclear power, taking into 

consideration what took place in Fukushima and in 
other similar nuclear disasters;

Expresses concern regarding the safety repercus-
sions of nuclear power plants, especially in 

earthquake-prone countries like Taiwan;

Urges the Taiwanese government to look into the 
safety standards of three existing nuclear facilities, 

and to consider immediate decommissioning 
should the standards not be met;

Supports the move of the Democratic Progressive 
Party to enact a special law authorizing a referen-

dum on the construction of the Fourth Nuclear 
Power Plant, together with a special referendum 
legislation that requires a simple majority instead 

of the current high threshold;

Urges the Taiwanese government to halt all activi-
ties relating to the construction of the Fourth Nu-
clear Power Plant until after the results of the ref-

erendum become known; and

Believes that since the issue of nuclear energy is 
increasingly becoming a regional concern, coun-
tries in Asia should seriously consider alternative 
energy policies that not only meet development 

needs but also take into account public safety and 
welfare, as well as environmental sustainability.

For the Council of Asian Liberals and Democrats:

Oyun Sanjaasuren

Chairperson

24 April 2014

Final CALD Resolution 6, S. 2014

- See more at: 
http://cald.org/site/cald/?p=7700#sthash.kEBDaajq

Council of Asian Liberals and Democrats 
expresses support to the increasing public 
clamor against the construction of the 
Fourth Nuclear Power Plant in Taiwan

http://cald.org/site/cald/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/Final-CALD-Resolution-6-S.-2014.pdf
http://cald.org/site/cald/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/Final-CALD-Resolution-6-S.-2014.pdf
http://cald.org/site/cald/?p=7700#sthash.kEBDaajq.dpuf
http://cald.org/site/cald/?p=7700#sthash.kEBDaajq.dpuf
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On April 14, Chair Su an-
nounced that he will not seek 
for re-election as chair of the 
DPP. Below are his com-
ments:

“In my heart, I’ve been stand-
ing by Taiwan and the Tai-
wanese people since assum-
ing the chair position. I be-
lieve that for this party, we 
must all strive to win the 
2014 elections in order to 
build a victorious foundation 
for the DPP’s return to power.

“As a founding member of 
the DPP, I have deep feelings 
for this party. The last two 
years, I’ve felt the deeper-
level expectations of the peo-
ple towards the DPP. The 
DPP’s support rate has 
climbed over the last year, 
surpassing that of the KMT, 
which is a gratifying achievement. Nevertheless, 
the people’s expectations are reflective of values 
that shield Taiwan, in which the people’s rights 
are protected and where the DPP stands unsel-
fishly united. We can still reach this demand by 
the people towards the DPP.

“Now, the students’ movement is flourishing and 
growing, and the 2014 plan to end the construc-
tion of the Fourth Nuclear Power Plant is taking 
priority. We are not far from the November 2014 
elections. Our power resources cannot be scat-
tered, and the DPP must not be in disorder. With 

less internal conflicts, the party will suffer less 
damages. After careful consideration, I’ve de-
cided not to seek for the chair re-election since 
two of the former chairs have already announced 
their desire to do so.

“The next wave of democracy is here. The people 
will not wait for the DPP, and the future of the 
party depends on partnering with the people. I 
cannot bear to see the party being ripped apart, 
therefore, I have chosen to let go and to take a 
step back. Yet, in everything under the sun, my 
everlasting purpose to work for Taiwan will not 
cease.”

Message by DPP Chair Su Tseng-chang to 
not seek re-election, DPP thankful for his 
contributions
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In response to the April 7th student announce-
ment, titled “From defense to offense: out of the 
bunker and into the streets,” that they would end 
occupation of the Legislative Yuan on April 10, 
the DPP declared:

We support the students’ decision. The student 
movement has awakened the public’s passion to 
participate in public affairs. During this peaceful, 
rational, and non-violent process, Taiwan’s 
young generation has demonstrated a high degree 
of democratic maturity. Meanwhile, the sponta-
neous force of Taiwan’s civil society has cor-
rected the stubborn approach of the Ma admini-
stration, and created a “re-democratization” of 
Taiwan.

The DPP has always advocated for legislation 
that provides oversight of cross-Strait negotia-
tions. “Enact legislation first and review the trade 
pact later” has now become a social consensus. 
This proposal was established in the joint session 
of all committees in the Legislative Yuan on 
March 24, and Legislative Speaker Wang Jin-
pyng made a similar commitment yesterday, 
April 6. This commitment was the determining 
factor that led to the students’ decision to vacate 
the Legislative Yuan. The DPP will remain firm 
and maintain a strict standard of review while 
seeking to move the oversight legislation forward 
as expeditiously as possible. The legislative 
process is expected to respond to the public de-
mands and lead to an Act with substantial effect 
in overseeing cross-Strait negotiations. In the 
meantime, the DPP holds the KMT accountable 
for any action against public opinion or the rais-
ing of new issues.

The student movement has provoked deep reflec-
tion from all parts of society. In addition to the 
lack of a transparent oversight mechanism for 

cross-Strait negotiations, the movement has sur-
faced constitutional issues that must be solved, 
and social anxiety over intractable generational 
injustice, social inequality, and imbalances in 
cross-Strait relations. To ensure Taiwan’s democ-
racy deepens and prospers, we urge President Ma 
to listen, understand, and respond to these issues, 
and we hope all citizens come together to reflect 
on deepening and strengthening Taiwan's 
democracy. 

DPP supports students’ decision to end sit-
in of Legislative Yuan
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Liberal International, the world association of 
liberal political parties around the world, held its 
59th Congress in Rotterdam, the Netherlands, 
this April 24 to 26. At the LI Congress, members 
voted to pass a resolution expressing deep con-
cern over the Taiwan’s government lack of trans-
parency in negotiating the cross strait services 
trade agreement. 

The resolution stated that it was important to up-
hold to the principles of democracy, including the 
importance of self-determination by the people of 
Taiwan. It also condemned the use of force on 
protesters by the police.

The text of the resolution states, “The Liberal 
International expresses its deep concern at the 
excessive use of force by Taiwan police against 
the on-going student and civil protests in Taiwan 
as well as a lack of transparency and violation of 
due process in Taiwan govern-
ment’s negotiation a trade pact 
with China. 

“[LI] Congress calls on Taiwan 
government to respect the civil 
right of peaceful protest which is 
an essential requirement for a 
democratic society as well as to 
ensure that all further police 
measures to maintain order are 
carried out in accordance with the 
principle of proportionality and 
international human rights stan-
dards. 

“Congress recalls the importance 

of the Resolution on Taiwan adopted at the 191st 
EC meeting in Antigua. Liberal International en-
courages Taiwan to uphold its status as an exem-
plary democracy in the region to ensure impartial 
implementation of the rule of law and to further 
develop the legislative framework for protection 
of human rights and minority rights. Liberal In-
ternational emphasises the importance of the 
principle of self-determination of the people of 
Taiwan.”
 
The theme of the Congress was “Enhancing 
Global Trade” to discuss the essentiality of free 
trade for growth and higher living standards. The 
resolution also stressed the “importance of per-
manent dialogue between different actors in-
volved in trade, including states, businesses, so-
cial actors and international regional institutions, 
with the aim of guaranteeing respect for human 
rights and freedoms of every individual”.

Liberal International issues statement on 
cross strait services agreement, police vio-
lence in Taiwan at 59th Congress in the 
Netherlands
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